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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245

— MAR 28 1984

Tribal Government Services-FA

MEMORANDUM

To: Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs

From: Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs (Operations)

Subject: Recommendation and Summary of Evidence for Proposed Finding Against

Federal Acknowledgment of the United Lumbee Nation of North Carolina
and America, Inc. Pursuant to 25 CFR 83.

Recommendation

We recommend that the United Lumbee Nation of North Carolina and America, Inc.
(hereinafter "ULN") not be acknowledged as an Indian tribe entitled to a government-
to-government relationship with the United States. We further recommend that a letter
of the proposed determination be forwarded to the ULN and other interested parties,
and that a notice of the proposed finding that they do not exist as an Indian tribe be
published in the Federal Register.

General Conclusions

The ULN is a recently formed organization which did not exist prior to 1976. The
organization was conceived, incorporated and promoted by one individual for personal
interests and did not evolve from a tribal entity which existed on a substantially
continuous basis from historical times until the present. The ULN has no relation to
the Lumbees of the Robeson County area in North Carolina (hereinafter "Lumbees")
historically socially, genealogically, politically or organizationally. The use of the name
"Lumbee" by the ULN appears to be an effort on the part of the founder, Malcolm L.
Webber (aka Chief Thunderbird), to establish credibility in the minds of recruits and
outside organizations.

The ULN has no characteristics of an Indian tribe which has maintained tribal relations
from historical times. No evidence was submitted by the petitioner or found by the
staff which indicates the organization ever had a political existence prior to or after
its founding in 1976.
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The ULN has undergone several changes in character since its founding. It was first a
one-man idea, a small organization, and currently is an apparently substantial, widely

. dispersed, loose-knit organization, possibly nation-wide in scope. Webber organized and
claimed leadership of several similar organizations including the Etowah Cherokee and
Hightower Indian Tribes of Georgia in 1975; in 1976 the leadership of the Cherokee
Nation-Iroquois, Georgia; in 1977 the ULN of Vvirginia; and in 1979, the ULN of California.
He subsegently formed the Kaweah Indian Nation in 1980. Presently the ULN has the
character of a widespread Indian-interest organization composed of individuals claiming
ancestry from a diverse range of recognized and unrecognized tribal backgrounds. The
ULN also appears to have a substantial number of non-Indians as members.

The present leadership and driving force behind the ULN group today are two individuals,
Mrs. Eva Reed and Mrs. Ruby Boyer. Both women were recruits of Malecolm Webber,
they wrested control of the organization from Webber with the help of the now-deceased
spouse of Mrs. Reed. These women continue to operate the organization on a more
discreet scale. As a result of the conflict over the control of the ULN Mr. Webber, a
non-Indian, went on to form the Kaweah Indian Nation in 1980. The Acknowledgment
staff could not verify that Mr. Webber has any Indian ancestry; his birth certificate
indicates that he was born in Ellsworth, Maine (not Oklahoma, as he has publicly stated
elsewhere) of non-Indian parents. Nothing in Mr. Webber's background discovered by
the Acknowledgment staff indicates Indian ancestry in his family.

The present membership of the ULN is not composed of individuals of actual Lumbee

descent. It is composed primarily of individuals who are recruited to join, who pay a

modest membership fee, and who receive a wallet identification card in return. Some

ULN members are also members of a wide variety of recognized tribes who are seeking

_ Indian-interest organizations away from home reservations; some are members or believe

. themselves to be members of unrecognized Indian groups (other than Lumbee); numbers

of members are non-Indian spouses and children of members who claim Indian ancestry;

still others are non-Indians directly recruited by Mr. Webber in the early period of the

organization and apparently inadvertently picked up by the later leadership when the

group split in 1980. Most members cannot or have not established Indian ancestry

through customary, accepted genealogical methods. Mrs. Reed stated that "We try to

verify Indian ancestry as best we can."l Documentation is not required, however, and

applications are accepted with presentation of a completed family tree chart. Mrs.

Reed and Mrs. Boyer have files with individual folders for members, but few contain
documentation.

According to the current leadership of the ULN, its membership is composed of
approximately 2000 members scattered widely throughout 43 states and the District of
Columbia. The "Nation" (national organization) is a loose-knit organization of 18 "tribes"
which have members in one or more state. The stated purpose of the ULN is "to enrich
the cultural heritage of our people and help maintain their health and welfare, and to
uphold the general rights of the Lumbee Indians. . . to be recognized as American
Indians and to contribute a charitable service to our members." Local groups vary in
character and in intensity of activity. Members of at least one of these "tribes" claim
to have sent contributions to the "national headquarters" to helg defray the cost of
printing and mailing of the newsletter and for "other activities.”
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There are no communities of ULN members, although there are non-Indian communities
. that have several ULN members residing intermixed with the general population.
Membership is gained by application and payment of a ten-dollar "administrative fee.,"
While it appears to be a relatively large organization numerically, it has no characteristics
of an Indian tribe with the possible exception that some of its members may be Indian
or part Indian. Few members, if any, appear to be Lumbees from Robeson County
North Carolina or descendants of actual Lumbees. The ULN members generally claim

membership from a wide variety of tribes. - .

® ;
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Evaluation of the ULN Petition
by the criteria in Part 83 of Title 25
. of the Code of Federal Regulations

The following is a discussion of the ULN in light of the criteria in Section 83.7 of the
Acknowledgment regulations. It is based on research by the Federal Acknowledgment
staff, submissions by the petitioner, and interviews with members and the principal
leadership. :

83.7 (a) A statement of facts establishing that the petitioner has been
identified from historical times until the present on a substantially
continuous basis, as "American Indian,* or "aboriginal." A petitioner shall
not fail to satisfy any criteria herein merely because of fluctuations of
activity during various years.

There is no evidence that the group was identified on a prolonged and repeated basis
as having been an American Indian entity by recognized Indian tribes, governmental
agencies, scholars or other sources. The lack of evidence is not caused by fluctuations
in the group's activity. The petitioner presented no evidence, nor could any be found
by the staff, that any predecessor groups to the ULN existed prior to late 1976.

The ULN is neither a part of, nor is it an outgrowth of or in any way derived from,
the Lumbees in Robeson County, North Carolina. No evidence was presented and none
could be found that any relationship, historical or contemporary, existed between the
ULN and the Lumbees, or any other North American Indian tribe.

The organization which represents the preponderance of the Lumbees, the Lumbee

. Regional Development Association, Inc., (LRDA) formally opposes acknowledgment of
the ULN. In a letter to the Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Interior, Kenneth
R. Maynor, Executive Director of the LRDA, wrote:

Although the Lumbee population is widespread and very large, none of our
people claim ties or give support to the United Lumbee Nation, the
fraudulent organization directed by "Chief Thunderbird" Webber. Our
people who became involved in the United Lumbee Nation did so to learn
about his fraudulent schemes and to disclose them to the public. When
the Indians soon learned of his criminal activities, they publicly denounced
the United Lumbee Nation. Webber and his accomplices then moved to
Exeter, California, where they resumed their fraudulent operations.9

Although a great deal has been written about the Lumbee Indians, no evidence was
found to indicate any scholars such as Adolph Dial, Robert Thomas, Carl Seltzer or
Karen Blu have ever studied or even mentioned the ULN. The ULN's own account of
its history dates the formation of the group in November 1976: "Chief Thunderbird
Webber and his wife, Princess Sunflower Morningstar Webber, resigned as Chief of the
Georgia Cherokees to help the Lumbee people as their Grand Council Head Chief to
form the Lumbees into a nation."

Because of the group's failure to show that an antecedent group existed which could
be identified as Indian we conclude the ULN fails to meet the criteria in 83.7(a)

83.7(b) Evidence that a substantial portion of the petitioning group inhabits
' a specific area or lives in a community viewed as American Indian and

1
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.‘

distinet from other populations in the area, and that its members are
descendants of an Indian tribe which historically inhabited a specific area.

Insofar as can be determined, there are no ULN communities and no group of members
inhabiting a specific area or living in a community viewed as American Indian. There is
no evidence that the ULN has any connection with the Lumbees in North Carolina in
the past or the present, though there may be a few Lumbee individuals who have joined
the organization. The petitioner submitted no evidence that its members descended
from an Indian tribe which historically inhabited a specific area.

In its Tribal Directory, the ULN lists 19 "tribes" or local units which purportedly operate
in the local areas around the country.l2 These are as follows (blank spaces appear as is
in the directory):

TRIBE
MEHERRIN
Chieftainess: Princess Eva Silver Star Reed
Vice-Chief:

Secretary-Treasurer: Ruby Momma Quail Boyer
Tribal Area: North of Kern County, California to the Oregon border.
The States of Nevada and Utah.

THUNDER STAR

Chief:

Viee-Chief: Delbert Winter Hawk Teis

Secretary-Treasurer: Bette Morning Dawn Valdrow

Tribal Area: Kern County, California south to Mexico border.

MAYACA .

Chief: Elmer War Eagle Beck

Vice Chief:

Secretary-Treasurer: Lynda Kiska Varney
Tribal Area: Arizona and New Mexico

MUSWAA

Chief:

Viee-Chief:

Secretary-Treasurer:

Tribal Area: Farmersville, Tulare County, California
For information contact Councilman Gary L. Bell

COOSA

Chiel: Samuel Strong Blood Wolhai
Vice-Chief:

Secretary-Treasurer:

Tribal Area: Oregon, Washington, and Idaho

ACCOMAC

Chieftainess: Julia Ratliff

Vice-Chieftainess: Cora Kasey

Secretary-Treasurer:

Tribal Area: District of Columbia, Virginia, Maryland, New Jersey
and Delaware. »
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TRIBAL AREAS WITHOUT LOCAL CONTACT

WINYAW
Tribal Area: Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana

TEJAS
Tribal Area: Texas and Oklahoma

KEOWEE
Tribal Area: Kansas, Nebraska, and Iowa

KROATAN
Tribal Area: North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wisconsin

ACCOHANOCK
Tribal Area: Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi

WEANOC
Tribal Area: Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana

CHICKAMAUGA
Tribal Area: Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee

UPPER CHICKAMAUGA
Tribal Area: Michigan

UPPER ACCOMAC
Tribal Area: Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
Vermont, Rhode Island, New York, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania

LOWER ACCOMAC
Tribal Area: Georgia and Alabama

SAPONI
Tribal Area: North Carolina and South Carolina

NOTTOWAY
Tribal Area: Florida

WESTERN ACCOMAC
Tribal Area: Oregon

Membership in these local groups appears to have no common characteristic except
receipt of the ULN newsletter. Individuals and families who belong to these local
groups appear to be randomly scattered thoughout the general population in a large
number of states. No instance was presented, and none could be found, in which the
ULN members could be distinguished as an Indian group from other citizens in a particular
area. There was no indication of a common social, cultural or genealogical background.
There appears to be no general knowledge of a common history before 1976. Individuals
interviewed claimed a wide variety of tribal backgrounds including Cherokee, Choctaw,
Creek, Hopi, Navajo, and a variety of California tribes. Virtually every member
interviewed claimed he knew of non-Indian members, even though the constitution
required Indian ancestry. Mr. Webber, the group's founder, claimed to be an Indian
of Standing Rock and Oglala Sioux, Cherokee, Comanche, Navajo and Apache ancestry,

3
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born in Webber's Falls, Oklahoma (see Appendix A). He was actually born of Caucasian
. parents in Ellsworth, Maine.13 Local groups appear to have the character of Indian-
: interest urban groups which pursue a wide range of activities determined by local interest.

The ULN has not demonstrated that a substantial portion of the group lives in a specific
area or community viewed as American Indian; the members are not distinet from other
populations in the areas in which they live, and its members are not descendants of an
Indian tribe which inhabited a specific area. We therefore conclude that the ULN does
not meet the criteria set forth in 25 CFR 83.7 (b).

83.7(c) A statement of facts which establishes that the petitioner has
maintained tribal political influence or other authority over its members
as an autonomous entity throughout history until the present.

A constitution for the ULN was originally drafted in mid-year 1977. A number of minor
revisions have followed as locations, group members, and circumstances have changed
from 1977 until the present. Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Boyer drafted the last major revision
of the constitution in 1981 after the split with Webber.14

There is no evidence that the group maintains political influence over its members.
Mrs. Reed acknowledges the fact that the primary function of the "national office" is
to publish the newsletter; to accept donations, gifts and grants; to raise funds from
sales of books, papers and other "enterprises in line with the nation's business"; and to
collect admissions and donations to social events. The "national office" also keeps files
on members and a mailing list for the newsletter.19 The purposes of the organization,
as written in Article 7, Section A of the most recent constitution, are to enrich the
group's cultural heritage, uphold the general rights of the Lumbee Indians, and to be
' recognized as true Native American Indians.”

The ULN did not provide a statement of fact or evidence to suggest that the group
maintained tribal political influence or other authority over its members at present or
at any time during its existence since 1976. The organization was founded in 1976 and
did not evolve from an earlier tribal political body. The present leadership does not
control or affect the operation of local units, and in fact candidly stated that activities
of the local "tribes" are determined by the local group.16 In a letter to the Branch
of Federal Acknowledgment Ms. Reed notes that "Each tribe [local organization] has a
tribal by-laws to govern their tribe." Because of this and the fact that a large portion
of the Nation's executive officers are in the Meherrin Lumbee tribe of California and
Nevada, a local organization in California, the National Office or Main Office was
moved to Exeter, California in May 1979 and subsequently to Fall River Mills California
in 1980.

We conclude that the ULN fails to meet the criteria in 83.7(c) because the group has
not existed throughout history until the present; has never existed as an autonomous
entity; and presently does not exercise political authority over its members,

83.7(d A copy of the group's present governing document, or in the
absence of a written document, a statement describing in full the
membership criteria and the procedures through which the group currently
governs its affairs and its members.

The ULN leadership has submitted four separate governing documents. The first was

. submitted on June 10, 1978, when Mr. Webber resided in Richmond. Article VI of this
document dealt with membership and simply said "Adopted into the nation a person may

4
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keep his birth nation identity. No one with black African blood to be member of this
nation." On January 22, 1979, this same document was resubmitted with a line drawn
through the sentence ™o one with black African blood to be a member of this nation"
and a handwritten note added at the bottom of the ULN governing document stating
"This is only part of our laws." A third and slightly longer version of the ULN governing
document was submitted to the Bureau in September, 1979. The third version, dated
July 12, 1979, provided for a $10 "roll fee" to "help with printing." As will be seen
in Sections 1 and 2 of the revised Article VI quoted below, membership was, for the
first time, to be restricted to persons known as Lumbee:

9

Section 1. Adopted into nation person must be known as Lumbee. Those
with negro blood must prove thier [sic] Indian blood.

Section 2. Citizenship of nation; any tribal member can join any group.
But Lumbee people are allowed to carry roll card of our
nation only.

The three preceding governing documents were submitted while the group was under
the leadership of Thunderbird Webber. Following a split in the ULN organization in
1980, Mr. Webber went on to form the Kaweah Indian Nation.

The ULN organization continued under the leadership of Mrs. Reed, who submitted the
fourth "clarified and amended constitution and By-Laws" of the ULN in November, 1981.
This document describes how the group governs its members and sets forth the following
requirements for membership in the ULN:

Article 5, Membership:

Section A. All persons must document their Indian blood line. To be
excepted into the United Lumbee Nation of NC and America.
Of not less than 1/16 Indian blood.

Section B. Adoption membership is by being married to a Indian member,
or by majority vote of the Grand Council, on recommendation
of a local Tribal Chief.

Section C. Citizenship of Nation: All members must acknowledge, they
are members of the United Lumbee Nation of NC and America.

Section D. There is a one time only roll donation fee, per application,
to help pay printing and postage costs.

Section E. There are no restrictions on members belonging to a club, or
fraternitys. The United Lumbee Nation is a Soverign Nation
not a Club.

(Note: The above article concerning membership is quoted exactly as it
appears in the document, verbatim, including typographical and
spelling errors.)

We conclude the ULN has met the criterion in 83.7(d) through the submission of its
current as well former governing documents.

. 83.7(e) A list of all known current members of the group and a copy of
each available former list of members based on the tribe's own defined
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criteria. The membership must consist of individuals who have established,
. using evidence acceptable to the Secretary, descendancy from a tribe which
: existed historically or from historical tribes which combined and functioned
as a single autonomous entity. '

Information coneerning the membership of the ULN was scarce. No membership roll/list
was provided for the group covering the period when the ULN was under the leadership
of Mr. Webber. The only roll available for review was one provided by Mrs. Reed on
February 25, 1980, which contained the names of 1,321 members. The group presently
claims over 2,000 members showing an increase of at least 679 members who have joined
since the roll was submitted. '

The 1980 roll was organized regionally into 19 different Lumbee "tribes" based essentially
on member addresses. (For a list of the 19 "tribes,” refer to page 2.) Information
furnished for each member included his name and ULN roll number. Addresses were
provided for roughly half of the names listed. However, except for a few notations
indicating individuals to be "mother" or "children of roll number," the roll contained no
other information of a personal nature. Further, no ancestry charts of any kind were
provided and the acknowledgment staff was notified that release of such information
would be against ULN poliey.

Mrs. Reed, chairman of the group, states that the "[ULN] of North Carolina and America

is a fragment of the Lumbee's of North Carolina [who were] recognized by Congress

in 1956 as Indian people." She goes on the say "We are aware that the Lumbee Regional

[Development] Association (LRDA) of Pembroke, NC does not agree with us." (Reed to

Shapard, September 15, 1982) Mr. Kenneth Maynor of the LRDA maintains that LRDA

knows of no Lumbees who have remained members of the ULN after learning the true
. nature of the organization. 19

Based on interviews with a number of the members and on ULN literature, Acknowledgment
researchers anticipate that less than 4 percent of the group's members are likely to be
of Lumbee ancestry. Mrs. Reed presently believes the percentage of Lumbee ancestry
in the group to be somewhat higher. The Indian ancestry, if indeed any, of ULN members
could not be verified, however, due the total lack of personal information about individual
members.

Leaders state that although all ULN members are required to possess 1/16 Indian blood,
they do enroll some non-Indian spouses to avoid breaking up families. Applicants for
membership must complete a form giving their name, address and date of birth, and the
names and dates of birth for their spouses and any children living at home. The
membership application form asks only two questions regarding the Indian ancestry of
the applicant and his/her spouse—"how much Indian" and "tribes if any." "Documentation
of Indian ancestry as best [they] can," [Reed/Shapard interview, 11/15/82] and that most
of the ULN members are Cherokee or Choctaw descendants. Mrs. Reed says the group
has no illusions about being a tribe like the Hopis or the Navajos, but that they are rather
a group of individuals of Indian ancestry who share a common interest.

Although the group has provided a current list of its members, it has not provided the
genealogical information or documentation needed to establish the Indian ancestry of
its members. Based on acknowledgment research and on evidence provided by the
petitioner, we conclude that the group's membership has not established descendancy
from a tribe which existed historically or from historical tribes which combined and
. functioned as a single autonomous entity. We further conclude that even if genealogical
information were provided for individual members, it is unlikely that documentary
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evidence would establish the group's members as being descendants of a tribe which
. existed historically or from historical tribes which combined and functioned as a single
autonomous entity. Therefore, the ULN does not meet the criterion in 25 CFR 83.7(e).

83.7(f) The membership of the petitioning group is composed principally
of persont who are not members of any other North American Indian tribe.

The petitioner did not directly address this criteron. However, research by the
Acknowledgment staff, ULN publications and correspondence, and statements by ULN
members all indicate that the ULN is composed of individuals who claim membership in
or descendancy from a variety of recognized and unrecognized Indian tribes and groups,
as well as some non-Indians. Because no personal information was provided for ULN
members, it was not possible to verify or determine the extent to which ULN members
were or were not enrolled in other tribes whether recognized or unrecognized.

Based on what little is known about the character of the ULN at this time, we conclude
that the ULN does not meet criterion 83.7(f).

83.7(g) The petitioner is not, nor are its members, the subject of
congressional legislation which has expressly terminated or forbidden the
Federal relationship.

The petitioner states that the group is not nor has it ever been terminated by Congress
and that their "membership does not belong to terminated tribes." (Reed to Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, 2/25/80) The ULN of North Carolina and America does not appear on
the Bureau's official list of "Indian Tribes Terminated from Federal Supervision.”
Research revealed no legislation terminating or forbidding a Federal relationship with

' the ULN. We should point out, however, that due to the incomplete nature of the
membership list submitted and the total lack of information concerning the Indian
ancestry of individual members, it has not been possible to determine if specific
individuals have been terminated or are members of groups which have been forbidden
the Federal relationship.

We therefore conclude, based on what is known about the character of the group, that
the ULN is not, nor are its members, the subject of congressional legislation which has
expressly terminated or forbidden the Federal relationship and that the group has met
the criterion in 25 CFR 83.7(g).
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Lumbee Background

. Because of the possibility of confusion caused by Webber's use of the name Lumbee,
the following brief background of the Lumbee group is given here.

The Lumbees of Robeson County, North Carolina are a large unrecognized Indian group,
estimated to have from 25,000 to 40,000 members. Although their members reside
primarily in Robeson and adjacent counties, thousands of Lumbees are scattered
throughout the United States. The Lumbees are the largest known unrecognized Indian
group in this country. The group and several sub-groups have petitioned the Department
of the Interior for recognition as an Indian tribe under 25 CFR 83.

The Lumbees came to the attention of the Department of the Interior in 1888 when a
delegation came to Washington to seek recognition and assistance in educating Lumbee
children. The request was denied on August 11, 1890 in a letter from the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs to W.L. Moore of Osborne, North Carolina citing lack of adequate
funds to provide for the "immediate wards of the Government.,”

The Lumbees again sought recognition in 1910, during the period when the Eastern
Cherokees were being enrolled. Although they were not recognized at that time, they
succeeded in obtaining legislation in 1911 from the State of North Carolina which
changed the name of the group from Croatans to "Indians of Robeson County." This
was again changed to the Cherokee Indians of Robeson county in 1913.3

The Bureau of Indian Affairs researched the group in March 1912. The research was
conducted by Mr. Charles T. Pierce, Supervisor of Indian Schools. He observed "there
are but few full bloods among the Croatans [Limbees] although one would readily class

. a large majority as being at least three-fourths Indian." Pierce further concluded that
the State of North Carolina was providing adequately for the education of the Indians,
although he noted he had not actually visited the schools.4

In 1912 and 1913, bills were introduced in the United States Congress to provide funds
for construction and maintenance of a school for the Indians of Robeson County. The
bill passed the Senate, even though the Department of Interior objected, but it died in
the House committee. The Senate, however, passed Resolution 410 in 1914 directing
the Secretary of the Interior to "cause an investigation to be made of the condition
and tribal rights of the Indians of Robeson and adjoining counties of North Carolina.”
The report was done by a Mr. McPherson, apparently relying on the historical work of
Hamilton McMillion, and was described by a Department official as being of "doubtful
value." Notwithstanding this, the report contained some discussion about establishing
a Federal Indian boarding school for the Lumbees, but no Federal school was established.
A number of Lumbee children apparently attended the Indian boarding school Carlisle,
Pennsylvania.®

In February 1935, a Joseph Brooks appealed to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to
clarify the rights of the unorganized and unrecognized Indians in North Carolina under
the recently passed Wheeler-Howard Act (Indian Reorganization Aet). The question was
referred to Felix Cohen, Departmental Solicitor, who replied in a memorandum dated
April 8, 1935. Cohen expressed the opinion that the Lumbees could "participate in the
benefits of the Wheeler-Howard Act only so far as individual members may be of one-
half or 6more Indian blood." The Secretary of the Interior concurred with the Cohen
opinion.

8
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The opinion ultimately led to the now infamous physical anthropometric study of the
Lumbees in 1936 in which it was concluded that only 22 Lumbee people of 108 tested
were one-half degree or more Indian blood. A year prior to the report (1935), the
' group acquired 9,399 acres of land under the Department of Agriculture's Resettlement
Administration. The land, however, was not considered Indian land and was administered
by the Department of Agriculture. It was sold in fee by that Department in the 1940's.7

In 1956, Congress passed legislation designating the Indians of Robeson County "Lumbee
Indians of North Carolina." The Act provided that "nothing in this aet shall make such
Indians eligible for any services performed by the United States for Indians because of
their status as Indians and none of the statutes of the United States which affect
Indians because of their status as Indians shall be applicable to the Lumbee Indians."8

In recent years, several groups in Robeson and adjoining counties have petitioned for
Federal acknowledgment under 25 CFR 83: the Hatteras Tuscarora (6-24-78), the Lumbee

Regional Development Association (1-7-80), the Drowning Creek Tuscarora (2-25-81), and
the Hoke County (NC) Cherokees (9-20-83).
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BACKGROUND OF THE UNITED LUMBEE NATION
OF
' NORTH CAROLINA AND AMERICA

So far as can be determined by the Federal Acknowledgment staff there is no social,
cultural, genealogical or historical connection between the United Lumbee Nation of
North Carolina and America with the Lumbees indigenous to Robeson and adjacent
counties in North Carolina or to any other North American Indian tribe. While certain
Lumbees may associate with the ULN, this appears to be only a very few individuals.
The North Carolina Indian Commission and representatives of the Lumbees have strongly
opposed any recognition of the ULN and have challenged the ULN's right to conduct
any business using the Lumbee name.2l

A predecessor group, the "Cherokee Nation-Iroquois" of Albany, Georgia first came to
the attention of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in October 1976, when President Gerald
Ford asked the Interior Department to respond to a letter from Chief Thunderbird
Webber and War Chief Red Bird requesting recognition of the tribe and a grant of
money or land.22 Earlier documents have been found that indicate in the spring of
1975 Webber was publishing The Cherokee Nation Times and Etowah American Indian
News. He listed himself on the front page of the paper as "Chief Thunderbird Webber,
Principal Chief - Grand Chief of the Etowah Cherokee Nation of Georgia and the United
Hightower Indian Tribes of America." These organizations were the predecessor groups
to the ULN, and following the historical sequence of Webber's activities in Georgia will
allow a fuller understanding of later events.

By 1976, Webber dropped any reference to the Hightower Indian Tribes (a non-existent
tribe), shortened his title to Principal Chief, and had letterhead stationery printed for

. the Etowah Cherokee Nation of Georgia. Webber mentioned in a July 1976 letter to a
contemporary that he had been contacted by the American Indian Policy Review
Commission with a request for information about his organization. He also noted in
the same letter that he had received a card from the National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI) for membership "in their group HQ at Washington D.C." NCAI has no
record of Webber's membership application or that of the ULN.23

Webber complained in the same letter that it was difficult to get anything done because
"our nation does not recognize the BIA. . . ." In the October 1976 letter to President
Ford on letterhead stationery of the "Independent Cherokee Nation - Iroquois,"” he wrote
that the United Cherokees of Georgia were "Cherokee people of Georgia and we have
27 tribes, about 1000 members. All we ask is that you give us a pierce [sie] of land
set apart from the rest where we can live our lives the way we want is that to [sie]
much to ask." Webber also claimed to be the Grand War Chief of the Etowah Cherokee
Nation and told the President that if he were not given what he wanted or the money for
it that "we will take whatever actions is [sic] necessary to get what is ours." The
Solicitor for the Department of the Interior responded on November 11, noting the
matter of recognition of Indian tribes was under close review and that it would be
some time before the question could be resolved.24

In November 1976, Webber was interviewed by Joan McNeal, Managing Editor of Rural
Georgia Magazine. Among other things, W_ebbet: noted .in the interview that he was
the Chief os the United Cherokee of Georgia which consisted of "twenty four tribes in
32 states and in Canada. We have roughly over 15,000 people in these tribes."25 This
constitutes a difference of three tribes and a growth of 14,000 members from the

‘ previous month.
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Webber also noted in the interview that to be a member one must be "at least one-
sixth degree Indian Blood and be able to prove it!" (A 1/6 degree blood quantum is an
. impossibility.) Webber noted that the group also adopted "other Indian people into our
tribes. . . Chaw-Chaws [a non-existent group], Chicosaws [sic], we have even adopted
some Apaches." Webber concluded the interview with a statement indicating his group
wanted to get recognized in Georgia. (The complete interview is attached as Appendix B.)

Webber's incereasing activity and visibility apparently led to pressure from State officials
and from other unrecognized Indian leaders in Georgia who claim to have exposed him
for attempting to get a "free ride on the Indians" by misleading them into projects
profitable for himself. Webber was also eriticized for obtaining donations from his
church operation to help Indians which he used for personal purposes. (Over the years,
Webber has been associated with several Pentecostal religious organizations: The Open
Door Church Fellowship in Georgia, & form of the Native American Church in Virginia,
and the Pentecostal Charismatic Holiness Chureh, Ine. International in California. Webber
listed himself in a brochure from the latter as Bishop Dr. M. L. Webber, International
President.) Under this pressure concerning his Indian and church activities, Webber
dropped out of sight for several months, during which time he moved from Georgia to
Virginia.26

On June 25, 1977, Webber wrote to the Bureau of Indian Affairs requesting copies of
the proposed Acknowledgment regulations and stating that the Lumbees were already a
recognized tribe. He used letterhead stationery of the "United Lumbee Nation of North
Carolina and America" and signed as "Grand Council Head Chief.” Webber was forwarded
a copy of the proposed regulations on October 28, 1977, and advised by the Department
of the Interior's Acting Assistant Solicitor in the Division of Indian Affairs that the
proposed regulations were probably not applicable to the group he represented.

In the meantime, Webber drafted and had printed a constitution and by-laws for the
ULN with a post office box and address in Richmond, Virginia. The organization also
received a corporate charter from the Commonwealth of Virginia on September 16, 1977.

A second charter was filed in North Carolina on February 3, 1978. Supporting
documentation for an application for non-profit status indicated the ULN membership
was composed of Lumbee Indians and other Indian people nationwide and was organized
for the purpose of helping American Indian people to receive their equal rights as
Indians and American citizens. Jim Chavis, a Lumbee, signed the application for non-
profit status as "Grand Chief." A "to-whom-it-may-concern" letter appointing Chavis
as Tribal Chief was signed by "Chief Thunderbird Webber Grand Council Head Chief."
Mr. Webber's activities quickly attracted the attention of the Lumbees in North Carolina
and the North Carolina State government. He was forced to leave a meeting at the
North Carolina Indian Unity Day celebration by the Lumbees who were participating.
Bruce Barton, editor of The North Carolina Indian Voice, a Lumbee newspaper for "all
Indians and all their friends everywhere," insisted that Webber stop referring to The
Indian Voice, in Webber's ULN newsletter. Webber had been ostensibly taking
subseriptions for The Indian Voice. Barton alleged Webber was not of Indian ancestry
and was basically a fake. Barton, in a letter to Webber, noted that many Indians across
the nation had informed him that Webber was not Indian, that he knew little if anything
about the Lumbee Indians, and called the ULN a questionable movement.27 The Executive
Director for the North Carolina Commission on Indian Affairs, Bruce Jones, himself a
Lumbee, wrote Webber on July 7, 1977, and questioned Webber's authority to represent
himself as a Lumbee Chief and questioned the authenticity of a number of societies
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mentioned on the ULN application form. Jones noted that "No Lumbee that I know is

. acquainted with you, and we seriously question your authority to represent yourself as
a Lumbee Chief." Jones further noted that he was requesting the Virginia Attorney
General to investigate the legal status of the ULN.

In his response to Jones on July 18, Webber noted that there was a "little misunderstanding
somewhere." He wrote that "we are no crooked racket to get money from Indians . ..
We are out to promote the Lumbee cause . .. I do not represent all Lumbees only those
of our group.”

Notwithstanding Webber's disclaimers and the pressure from the Lumbees, the State of
North Carolina, and to some extent the Commonwealth of Virginia, Webber continued
to operate much as he had previously. This included selling memberships through his
newspaper, The Lumbee Nation Times. Angered by Webber's tenacity, the Lumbees,
through contacts with the North Carolina Congressional delegation, requested the U.S.
postal service to investigate the ULN's mail-order membership activities.

There is no indication that Webber made any immediate changes in the ULN's operation
as a result of the investigation. On June 10, 1978, Webber wrote the Federal
Acknowledgment Staff that the ULN was planning to buy "thousands of acres of land
in California and Oregon"; that the new tribal office would be in Portland, Oregon as
of July 1978; and that the Lumbees were already recognized pursuant to the June 7,
1956 Act.28 He also noted that the Lumbees in North Carolina were not on the ULN
rolls and should be federally recognized. The letter is significant in that it indicates
Mr. Webber appears to have made contacts in California. By January 10, 1979 Webber
again wrote requesting "Guidelines of Preparing a Petition of Federal Acknowledgment"
[sic] as an Indian Tribe and requested a copy be sent to Johnny "Silver Eagle" Reed
' in Exeter, California.

On January 22, 1979, Webber filed a letter formally petitioning the Department of the
Interior for Federal Acknowledgment of the ULN. In the letter he noted that the
"Greater Lumbee Confederacy covers three countries and is still growing with two
governments. . . ."

Webber wrote again on March 5, 1979 confirming the fact that the ULN had petitioned
with the January 22 letter and pressed the argument that the Lumbees were recognized
through the 1956 Act. It appears that Mr. Webber moved the ULN operations entirely
to California in the early Spring of 1979, and was himself residing in or near Exeter
by May of that year.

Summary

According to Mr. Webber's account, he resigned his office as Chief of the Georgia
Cherokees in November 1976 "to help the Lumbee people form the Lumbee into a Nation.”
Mr. Webber worked for a time with Jim Chavis, Lumbee, to form an organization
incorporated in North Carolina and Virginia, and to recruit members including Lumbees,
other Indians, and non-Indians.

Activities while in Virginia included selling subscriptions to his newsletter The Lumbee
Nation Times; selling miscellaneous items such as business cards and pamphlets on how
to trace family roots; and selling memberships in the organization for $1.00 to $3.00.
Webber also made extensive efforts to establish his credibility, at least at a certain
level. He attended unrecognized Indian gatherings up and down the East Coast, espoused
. legitimate Indian causes in his newsletters, and claimed 3persona1 responsibility for the
passage of legislation recognizing the Siletz Indian Tribe. 0 His activities soon captured
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the attention of the Lumbees in North Carolina who were facing their own public image
. problem and who perceived the ULN as a detriment to their good name, and a threat
to their aspirations for Federal acknowledgment and other Federal programs. Both
North Carolina and Virginia expressed official concern about the ULN activities and the
Postal Service, at the request of North Carolina's Congressman Charlie Rose, began an
investigation of Webber's activities. Under this pressure, Webber moved to California.
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BACKGROUND
® o
THE CALIFORNIA LUMBEE

When Webber moved to California he attached himself first to an urban group called
the Native American Wolf Clan (NAWC). The Wolf Clan was organized by Mrs. Ruby
Boyer when she became unhappy about a citizens band radio club with which a number
of the family's children were associated. She suggested to Mrs. Eva Reed, her aunt,
that they establish their own organization, a charitable and educational club to benefit
Indian people. Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Boyer also noted that the NAWC was also formed
partially in an effort to improve operation of the Title IV Indian Education program in
the local schools.31

NAWC achieved some success locally in Exeter and vieinity, and received some publicity
in Bishinik, a now-defunct newspaper printed by the Choctaw Indian Nation in Oklahoma,
a recognized tribe. Shortly after publication of the article Mr. Webber contacted the
Reeds and offered to get the group Federal recognition, tax free land, and Federal
benefits, Webber also told them that since they had such a large following he was going
to make them Chiefs of the "Meherrin Lumbee Tribe."

The Reeds and Mrs. Boyer were impressed by Mr. Webber's offers and agreed to meld
the NAWC into the ULN's organization. The resultant organization became the expanded
ULN with Chief Thunderbird Webber at the helm and with the Reeds essentially second
in command. Correspondence and records indicate that the Reeds and Mrs. Boyer
continued to maintain the NAWC as a separate operation from the ULN, but as a part of
it. The Reeds kept control of the NAWC. The NAWC retained its urban character

. throughout. Individual members are now apparently scattered all over the United States.
Membership included individuals from the Mission, Cherokee, Choctaw, Blackfeet, Lumbee
and other tribes, and non-Indians as well.3

Under the reorganization of the ULN, a board of directors was created consisting of
Mr. and Mrs. Webber, Mr. and Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Boyer. The new ULN was primarily
comprised of urban Indian-interest groups in Exeter and Porterville, California. Both
contained members of the original NAWC which remained under the administrative and
financial control of the Reeds and Mrs. Boyer. Webber added individuals to the rolls
whom he had recruited in Georgia and Virginia and with whom the group kept in contact
through The Lumbee Nation Times.

The NAWC gave Webber and his wife Marie Reiners Webber (Princess Sunflower
Morningstar) $500 dollars for moving expenses. Other informants noted that the group
collected $600 a month to pay Webber a salary. This continued until he moved to
Oatman, Arizona in 1980. After that the group funded some office expenses for a
time. Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Boyer say that Webber received similar amounts from other
members of the group. Because of Mr. and Mrs. Reed's and Mrs. Boyer's involvement
in the Title IV Indian Education program, Webber was also able to obtain a position as
Indian program worker in the local school system of Visalia, California.

Those who were members of the ULN during this period now have widely varying views
on Webber's activties and his leadership, some declaring he was a scoundrel and a fraud
and others saying that he "was the greatest thing that ever happened." One member
noted that "Thunderbird was really into helping people."33
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According to members of the group Webber's activities included the following:

' 1. Wrote numerous letters and made many phone calls on behalf of the group
purportedly seeking treaty rights.
2. Fought to enroll members' children in the Title IV program.

3. "Got the ball rolling and got people interested in the organization" (i.e.,
recruited members)

4. Pressed the Federal Government for Federal recognition of the group as
an Indian tribe, primarily through letters to the Branch of Federal
Acknowledgment.

5. Oversaw collection and disbursement of money. Aectivities included bake
sales, garage sales, and other similar activities.

6. Incorporated the organization and filed for tax-exempt status.

7. The NAWC sponsored an all-Indian rescue unit which apparently raised

some funds separately. It is unclear how involved Webber was with this
aspect of the operation.

8. Eventually, a major fund-raising project evolved in which members pledged
$3500 each ("which can be paid in cash or on a payment plan") for a share
of a land base which was to be purchased when everyone had completed
paymegis on their $3500 share and an appropriate land base could be
found.

Webber also tried to establish a relationship between the group and the Tule River Tribe
(a recognized Indian Tribe) based on "common treaty interests." The leadership of Tule
River courteously declined to associate with the ULN or with a subsequent organization,
the Kaweah Indian Nation (KIN). The Tule River Tribe's position, spelled out in a
council resolution, was not to recognize, support or endorse Webber's organization or

. any of its activities.35 Members of the Tule River Tribe were told by several members
of the ULN that Webber would bring potential recruits on auto tours through the
reservation to show them tribal buildings, land areas, ete. and intimated that these
were benefits they would receive if they joined his group. A "life time roll donation
per family $10.00, if you have it"36 was the standard membership fee at this time.
The recruitment effort was apparently successful. After the ULN split into two groups
(the ULN and the Kaweah Indian Nation (KIN)) in 1980, the ULN or the Exeter group
claimed about 1700 members and the KIN (Porterville group) claimed about 1500 members.
It is unclear if there is an overlapping of the membership.

The recruitment efforts were, however, extensive enough to raise official coneern by
the Tulare County Deputy District Attorney who wrote the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs on April 6, 1979. He stated that:

Persons associated with the United Lumbee Nation have been recruiting members
in the Exeter, California tribe. They have been collecting initiation fees of
$10.00. For payment of these fees they are adopted into the Lumbe [sic] Nation,
and as I understand it are told they can now apply for federal and state benefits
that only Indians are eligible for. I have talked to the members of the Lumbe
tribe in Exeter and they have told me that they will only accept into their
membership people that have a claim to at least some Indian blood. They have
also told me that many of these members apply because this, they believe, makes
them eligible for Federal benefits and admission into the Exeter tribe.31

The Deputy District Attorney inquired as to the requirements for tribal membership and
. receipt of Federal benefits and suggested the possible illegality for solicitation of such
membership.
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Recruiting success for the ULN, however, was the harbinger of problems for the group.

. As the group's bank account grew, several meetings were held concerning the land
purchase. The goal was to purchase 2% acres of land on which to establish camp sites,
a pow-wow ground and an economic enterprise. Mrs. Reed was selected to go to
Northern California to find a site.

According to one faction of the group, in her absence Mr. Webber went through the
financial records of the group and found that the group's funds were being transferred
to the NAWC account which was in Reed's and Boyer's name. Reed and Boyer were
able to do this because they were the Secretary and Treasurer of both the ULN and
the NAWC and because they had a majority on the board of directors (Reed-Reed-
Boyer/Webber-Webber). Another faction of the group maintains that Webber attempted
to take all of the group's funds and that the Reed/Boyer faction managed to save the
funds by virtue of their positions on the board and their astute management.

The dispute over the group's funds caused a major split in the ULN, much along geographic
lines, developing early in 1980. On August 17 of 1980, Webber addressed the following
brief letter to John and Eva Reed: "This letter is to inform you that you and your
family and other kin have been removed from the nation. Also all wolf elan [sic]
members who associate with you. We don't need you in our nation. Sinece when do you
tell me what to do the FOUNDER and GRAND COUNCIL HEAD CHIEF of the nation."
By December of that year, the strife was over and two factions existed. Those in
Exeter primarily stayed with the Reeds and retained the name of the ULN. Those in
Porterville remained loyal, for the most part, to Webber and took on the new name of
the Kaweah Indian Nation (KIN) in the summer of 1980. It is unclear which individuals
went with which group, and which members remained with both since both groups
continued to use the same list of members or parts of it. The reformed ULN now
. claims over 2,000 members and the KIN reports it has "about 1500 members."

Mr. and Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Boyer moved the "Lumbee Nation Main Office" to Fall
River Mills in Northern California and continued to operate in a more subdued manner
from there. Mr. Reed died in 1981.

Mrs. Reed says she has purchased 24 acres with her own money which she intends to
give to the tribe when she has been repaid. She and Mrs. Boyer continue to print the
Lumbee Nation Times and charge $10.00 for membership which covers "the cost of
printing the membership cards and mailing."

Mrs. Reed makes no promises to prospective members and claims that the local
organizations are "what the members make of them." Some funds are raised by bake
sales and contributions. Some funds have been obtained through grants—one from
America Beautiful ($500) and one from Shasta County ($200) for arts and crafts. Local
organizations apparently send some funds to Mrs. Reed for the national organization.

Mrs. Reed apparently has no illusions about the ULN being a tribe "like the Hopis or
Navajos." She views her group as individuals of Indian ancestry with a common interest
and began using the terms "tribe" and "Chief" in this context. She also noted that
they were somewhat locked into the terminology when they joined with Webber's
organization.

Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Boyer appear to equate the concept of ULN ("Nation") with a
national organization and ("tribe") with local organizations, and are unaware of
o ramifications of those terms as they apply in Federal Indian law. It is clear from
interviews with a number of members and from correspondence received in the
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Acknowledgment office that this is extremely confusing to members and reeruits in
. those organizations, and that many if not most new members believe they are joining
a genuine Indian tribe.,

The present ULN leadership is aware of the concerns caused by the use of the name
Lumbee to the actual Lumbees but feels it would be impossible to change without totally
confusing the membership. Mrs. Reed expresses a hope that the Lumbees understand
that she and her members view it as a tribute to the Lumbees; that she is out to assist
all Indians and that she is not trying to capitalize on the Lumbee name financially.
She says she sends her newsletters to the North Carolina Indian Commission, the Lumbee
Regional Development Association, and the library at Pembroke College in North Carolina.
She claims to have had no problems with the Lumbees since the split with Webber.
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Summary of ULN Activities in California
" Prior To Factionization of the Group

1. Webber spent a good deal of time seeking Federal recognition, treaty rights, and
relationships with recognized tribes on behalf of the ULN. He was singularly
unsuccessful, but his efforts had a subtantial impact on the group.

2. The NAWC had an emergency rescue squad in training, apparently when Webber
arrived in California. This continued to operate under the larger scope of the
ULN when the ULN and the NAWC joined.

3. The Lumbee Nation Times continued to be published in a more sophisticated (and
expensive) format. Subscriptions were sold for $4.00.
4, Recruitment of members continued and expanded with the help of the enthusiastic

California members, and membership fees increased to $10.00

5. Several small books were published by the group and sold for $2.00. These
included such titles as United Lumbee Nation History, The United Lumbee
Constitution and By - Laws, and United Lumbee Ceremonies.

6. The group also instituted a number of other activities to raise money including
bake sales, garage sales, ete.

7. The leadership of the group developed a program to collect $3500 from each
member-family to purchase 2% acres of tribal land.

8. The group received a small piece of land donated by a well-wisher in Coffeville,
Kansas. The ultimate disposition of this land is unclear, although the Lumbee
Nation Times has carried several advertisements offering the land for sale after
the Reed's split with Webber, leading to the conclusion that the Reed/Boyer
faction gained title to the property.
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Summary of ULN Activities in California
‘ After The Factionization of the Group

1. The Reeds and Mrs. Boyer moved to Northern California in the vieinity of Fall
River Mills. They apparently were able to keep many records of the ULN and
continued to operate much as the group had prior to the split but on a much
smaller scale.

2. ULN has received at least two small grants for development of arts and crafts.
3. The leadership of the group continues to publish a newsletter.
4. Membership registrations continue to be accepted for a ten dollar fee and there

are apparently a substantial number of "tribes" (local groups) in the "nation"
scattered about the country.

5. The land aequisition program has been continued but the present format is unclear.
The group has apparently acquired 5 acres of land and members are now buying
7.5 additional acres.

6. Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Boyer are occasionally asked to put on arts and crafts
demonstrations and to speak at schools.

7. The group has continued to recruit members with a high degree of success.

8. Plans have been drawn to put an administrative complex on the group's land
which would include a museum, media office, administrative office and a
campground.
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Cl3-“1 beard that you had 2
petieck yeneliay. How did
Kge?™ -

WEBBER-“We hld 2

That's

" WEBBER-*‘Roughly
about 5,000." -

C13-*“And thst’s in that area
Tulare Couly/l’oﬂmllle
slowe?” -

’

CU-“Yes.”

.WEBBER~"This area?”

WEBBER-“I'd say we
have about 1,500 in this area.

C13-““Then you cover Kings

sad Tulare counties?”’

e . ~

WEBBER-“Kings, Tulare
and Fresmo. The biggest
response has- been in like

. Kings; Tulare and Fresno but

then there is some scattered
lllcwa'them“

dJ-"Domhveapdor

purpose for your council?” -

1851). If we can get it ratified
that means the others tribes

Those l!u'uues: your
probably aquainted with .

what’s involved.. We're

vvrkm;(osufnanwsh .

" ours to get it_ratified..

Wenworkm.onquﬁea
few Congressmen to help us

and if we can get ours pushed
through maybe we can heip

others to get their’s pushed
too. The other tribes don't -
have a chance too, until the
point when- they get their
treaties ratified.

You see, what happened is .-

when they signed these
treaties back in 1851, ("bout
cighteen .of them), the

wlr:’m'

arecunmaCaliﬁl-do-l
" pretty short, (which is mot
right if we're the second
. largest state in the waion for -
Indian population).

So they've beem bolding
council meetings om that and
the different Kawesh tribes

all the way from Bakersfield

_.up. L
They're trying to get

following year theSenate just

. put them on the sheif because

of the gold rush. The goid

rush messed up the American .

" Indian in. California and so

they just put the treaties on
the shelf. This is the reason
they were aever

recognized.
Some of the other tribes .

now, | believe, are trying to
push their treaties too. So |
think if everybody gets
togeter. and works strong |

different .tribal growps t0
work together, you kmow, so
that everybody will have a
.chance to get somcthing
down and everybody cas get
what beiongs to them. It's

- alot of work, especially when

you got alot of peopie you're
responsible_tq aad have to0
listen toa"lot of other
spokespersons amd chiefs

too.”

beheveweangeuomhm(

done.
But we're trying to push

'evemhmgwem ‘cause

right now I’m writing letters
to California congressmen
trying to keep funds in the
State ‘cause.right now they

- eama .

. CL-“How are you guing to

g0 about getting the tresty
ratified?”* ..
WEBBER-“We're goana
work - through Couagress,
through the Buress of Indian
Affairs and Congres.™

United"States Department of the Iﬁterior, Office of Federal Acknowledgment

ClJ-“Tht B‘na- of Indian

 Affsirs?”

WEBBER-**Uh-huh.  You
see it has to be ratified in the
U.S. Congress through the
Senate and the House of
Representatives. You see,
they are-the one s that have
to prove it.

So what we’re doing now
is writing to the different
Congressmen of the Indian
committees. and - the Senate
and Indian committees at the
House of Representatives.
Each one of the members
we!re writing a letter to plus
some of the other senators to
support us."

Cl1J-**1s CILS (California
Indian Legal Services)
represeating you aiso?*”

WEBBER-*Yeah. They're

. helping us out."

CU ““Whatever happened to
the Indian- Center that was
going to be built in

Porterville?*

RN

" Inside the “Kaweah N Nation” ®

"ly'Wl-’ "u."e"o'as-w,..

v luln

WEBBER-‘‘They gonna
change it. | think they gonna
put it in Hanford but they
still gonna put one in.
Porterville. They got one
planned for Poterville and
‘Woodlake. They’re planning
a powwow ground in
Woodlake. They are

. planning to have a powwow

in Woodlake next year. So
this will be something new.”

ClJ)-*‘How are you going to
get the mouney for that?'’

" WEBBER-‘‘1 don’t know
now, see, we got grant
money out now, you know,
We’ve applied for grants. So,

"I don’t know how they are

gonna work that ‘cause I'm

. not in charge of that so !

_can’t tell you too much..

“The council chief’s the one

"working on it and he’s gone

out on a council with some
other chief’s the one working
on it and he's gone out on a
council with some other
chicfs from Hanford. I'l
have to ask him for that
information ‘cause each one

‘of the chief’s got their own
thmg.youknow tharown

- little PI'OJGCL

» committees?”’

CU-“Yo. have

WEBBER-““Yeah. I don't
know that they come tell me
what's goin’ on. Most of the
time I don’t know what's
goin’. on unless the tribal
chairman tells me something.
See, we got three councils,
you know. We have a tribal
council who's run by a
chairman and vice-chairman.
Then we got what you call an’
Indian tribal council you
know, with a member from
each Kaweah tribe on it.
Then you have the council of
chiefs. So, you have to hear
from a speaker from each
one of them' so you really

‘know what's going on half

the time.

CLJ-* Are you the head of sil
of that thea?” :

‘WEBBER-‘I'm the head
of the council of chiefs. I'm
the main chief. | have the say
so but it still has to be voted
(s

We plan on -coming out
with our tribal- newspaper
t00. It’s gonna be called the
Kaweah Nation Times. It's
gonna come out some time in
May. It will be mailed out to
quite a few people.”

CLI-*“What is your definition
of chief.”
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‘WFBRER-"Grand council. .

buad chief.”

CL1J-**Wist kind of powers -

does he kave?”

WEBBER-‘‘Life. You see,
you have grand council head
chief which is a lifetime.
Grand council head chief is a
lifetime job.

After me comes the vice-
grand council head chief. If
anything happens to me: he
takes over. Then after him
comes the principal chief,
then the vice-principal chief
and so on.

There is (a lot of law

" involved, like a book. See,

we got a constitution drawed
up for the BIA,
whenever..you see, we are on

the active list for federal _

recognition right now.

We already have our
constitution set up on federal
guidelines. Some of the other

. tribes, (federally recognized

tribes), are heiping us. See, .

the Navajos and the Hopis
and the Colorado River and
some them back in the south.
So that helps.”

Cl1J-**Where do you get your
names, llkcyun-e’"

for .

_and everything.

WEBBER-‘‘He was chief
Crazy Horse Webber. 'See,
Chief Crazy Horse was my
great grandfather. See, my
grandmother was Princess
Running Fawn any Horse.
I never saw her 'cause she

died when | was only twelve -
years old, so, | don’t even .

know what she looks like.’

ClJ-**Who nind you
M?"

WEBBER-"M)' mother
This was
when my mother was twelve
years oid when her mother .

‘died. Her mother was ‘a

.

Sioux princess through lhe
Crazy Horse family. .

I'm kin to Red Cloud too.
[ haven’t figured out how:

" yet. P'm kin to Silver Cloud

Elliot too, he’s dead now. He.
“died in '1969. He was a

- member of the Porcupine-

WEBBER-“My nune"'
Whoa. I had that a long. -

time. That’s my Indian

name. | had that a long time. -
When | was-a boy I was -
called Greywolf. ‘As [ got -

older they called me
Thunderbird. You see, 1 was
named after my uncle. He
was Chief Thunderbird. So,
they call me Chief
Thunderbird.

You see, he was a chief
here in California at one
time, then in° Washington
and then- in British
Columbia. [ don’t know
what tribe up in British
Columbia he was chief of. |

don’t know [ lost contact -

with him but from what L
heard he went to British
Columbia.

C1J-**You were telling me
one time you were raised on
the Pine Ridge
Reservation?*’

WEBBER-‘*No. Uh-uh.
Standing Rock. | got kinfolk
on Pine Ridge, that's where
my mother’s from. She's
French and Oglala Sioux.

My dad he’s full-blood.
He’s Standing Rock Sioux,
Cherokee, Comanche,
Navajo and Apache. He's
well mixed. But, he was a
Cherokee chief at one time,

he was a Sioux chief at one
time, then he ws a Navajo

chief one time. [ quess he was
a band chief or something.”

* Cl1J-**And what was his
name?"”’

_teach. them craft work amt. mum‘s -uu't yo-?"
- Iater'onthe Kaweah language: =
~ and so on. We- got all this.

‘commgupmv.hefuture .

of cuitural activities2”™

clan.up there in Pine Ridge.-

.He was a grandson to Red
Cloud amd suppose to be my~ .

mother’s first cousin..so ‘1
dom't know what 1 am yet:

Maybe the grwuncle. 1 -

donlknow" e Y
CLJ:Do you have any kind ~

DRI

WEBBER-“lhgln now
we’re not doing too much - -

but we plan on teaching the
young people dancing. and .

- ‘pioneer out’ and go.to the

- kmow. Cherokees do the

" the other tribe knows a littie

. years, so 1 was a Cherokee,
'unprmpdchnfofth& -small rancheria. They had
land. :

- Cl3-*Yom were also chief of

and everything. Let’s say you

_ Colorado River. Q.K. they . ;d"inhekt:ruww
you on .a year probation respoase questions
&‘uwluch you're still on the ' | about the- Lombee Nation.
roll but you are on probation  §: Tbe letter, written February
10 the next tribe. At theend | 3 1981 is signed Maicom
of the year if you decide to Webber who identified
g0 back, you go. If you [| himselfin the lecter as Chief
decide to stay in the new tribe Thunderbird Webber, Grand

they transfer your roil papers Council Head Chief.
to the next tribe. Thank you for your letter
to us oa the Lambees. Please

A lot of tribes do that you Bote the  Usited bes

Natioz: of N.C. and
Americs, INC. of Exeter,
CA. is no longer.a tribe. It is

same thing. They all do it.
- They send a blood-quanum
sheet t0 the next tribe. with
-- the family history. That way Lumbes Nation s now
bn about the family history. : S

aow the Kaweah Naton. The:

In an April 30, 1981 phone
imterview, the Buresm of
Indisn Affair’s emroliment
specialist, Ramosa Harris,

"said the Kaweah s are not

tribe,

‘‘No, no, no,’”” said
Harris. *“They’re not.
They’'re not 1. recognized
tribe and are vet. recieving
any Buresu services or
anything eise.”” -

I learned -a lot of that - )
through my kinfolk. A lotof - T
that I didn’t know, [ learned _whn the Lumbee peeple
mysdf..speaaﬂywhatlwas were in Exeter, they had a
Cherokee. Co - ‘reservation’. **

Yousee.lmthedneiof - . )
the Cherokees- for three .- - WEBBER-*‘They had
their own land. Like-a lmle.

W e vtbenmhndbmtheysold
lpvnpnwmbmhnp ‘it all out. They don’t have
and everything. Chief Aquila . nothmngxeternow"
- of the Oklahoma Clierokees. )
‘was the- chief - -of:-the " CLi-*‘How sbout the
_Cherokees back " then -he hmhrmmqpiqu
" made me chief. I-don’t know gcl»a,m their
.who'schief for ‘em now. I've - mf" : -

. lost contaet with them now. .~ ="
.. S0 I've got kmfolkmqmtea

WEBBER-“Yuh We’re
worhn; -on it. See,.that’s
> through these rancherias. So,

it. don® know what the

WEBBSRj'Yﬁ. For & .
~thort time:" 1 founded the

-4

CU-"Doyou km howto-
© spesk: the aneu I put it our. nf- business. ‘|
'Inguqe’“ : - -~ pulled. out.. Hopis -
Z. - wanted me to getthe Kaweah -

WEBBER-“I can spak a

- _""‘supposnobesomekm tothe -
Hopi. and Shoshone tribe.
"We've been- writing history
‘and: everything else. It’s alot -
-of: work. 10 take something
that's been and just try and
getit gomgagam ‘It"s alot of -

llt

CLlJ-**Do you hve a BIA rol} -
oumbers?””

‘WEBBER-“A BIA roil
number? The BIA don’t put

o United -~ Lumbees.. When .

going. The. Kaweah. tribe -

govemnments gonna do.4et.
I’Wenﬂt bave: to wait on. it.

They’ll be some land when it
‘comes” through the

- government. We’re trying to

" North Carolina got their owrr  get as. close to. the old

- Kaweah homeland but ail we
got now is orange trees. That
don’t help much.”

U'“Yo- still have your

. potice force and all that?”’

' WEBBER-*Yeah. We sill

"have our tribal police. But

out roll numbers. I had one.. = work.” . L
I had a Western Cherokee . L . .
roll number but | don’t have ~ Cl3-* ’Th sznh lndlu

it now. You see, [ ‘pioneered
out’ to the Navajos. to my
step-father, (my Navajo step- -
father). 1 ‘pioneered’ from
the Navajos to here now.

See, | carry the Kaweah
Indian roll number now. 1
surrended my Cherokee. See,
like 1 don’t know if you
realize how it works but if
you transfer from one tribe
to the next they give you like
a year probation and they-..
give you your family history
and they pass it on to the
next tribe. That's what the
Navajo’s call ‘pioneer out.” .

See like to give you an
exampie, I can identify with
Colorado River. I've been up
there four times and to give
you an example...like you
are a member of the Navajo
Nation, a roll number one "

.Nation—does BIA recognize
thcm‘l atfity e

WEBBER-*‘We’re on- the
federally active list right now
for recognization. We're
already state recognized.
Now we’re on the federally
active list- for federal
recognition and everything.
Some of the people call us

* federally recognized just ’
because we have a treaty but

you know. .
Even though you have a
treaty you stiil have to go

cverythm; and BIA. But
we're on the active list.
There’s quite a few tribes on
the active list.”*

United States Department of the [nte-rh::rl "Bifice of Fea'eral AcknowTedgmenf

" we're not using it now. It's
temporarily on reserve till we
get our land. )
“We -have our warrior
society which does the police
work. They do that type of
stuff..help police the area,
you know, do the minor
things, act as sargemt of

- arms, see that everything is

o

.talked

kept in order.

The police are on stand-by
right now. That’s 'cause we
to the federal
government on that and got
some new ruling on that. It's
" heing set right now.”"

still it has to be approved CLJ-**Of ail the people lnthe

Kaweah Indian Nation, how
do you find them? Do they
find you or do you sctively

through a committee and recruit unmr"

WEBBER-*Allot of people

_ right now, we have four or

five people come through
Sants Ross. No mot Santa

Cl.l-“lmbermﬂlu Ross, 1 mean Sn Juan

l

Bsutista group, yow knov
and some are the old Kaweal
group. We got some inter
tribal peopie too but the:
have to be at least one fourt!
to-be on the roll. We don’
iake mobody less tham one
fourthi.

* C13-How do you find out if

_ they are?”

- through -~

"WEBBER-**Oh, they have
o fill out an application.
You’ve seen
(Johnsomn O’ Malley
Program), haven't you? It’:
like that. We already taikec
it. over with the governmeni

" -about it and everything and

- they- approved it. It goes

the -"parents,

“grandparents, great-
t-s-"

CLJ-*'Where do you send it
to have it verified?*’

" WEBBER-‘*We do it
ourselves. But roill numbers
we send to the BIA in

Washington. We keep things

on file that later on agency
copies are made of it..birth
certificates and stuff like
that.”

ClJ-“Do yon have a
‘religion?”’

WEBBER-*‘Me?
Pentacostal.’”

I'm

CLJ-**You haven't practiced
the Indian religion?"*

WEBBER-*“Oh, [ know
the Indian religion. I go on
the reservation I do. But I'm
a deacon in the colony of
Bible Holman’s church,
which is. made up of mostly
Indians, you know.

Most of the preachers are
Indian, you know. The
regular Native Indian
religion I don’t fight it
because I've got an uncle
who's a medicine man and
everything. He's a: Christian
but he’s a medicine man. I
got some kin that’s on the
reservation  that’s medicine
man but they’re not

Comtinved on poge
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- Christian, I-still respest my
old tradition. Just 'cause I'm

Christian doesn’t mean I -

can’t respect my people.’’

'lt:qhmthomum
2 reverend.”’ :

WEBBER-*Yeah. | carry
a doctrine and am bishop for
the East Colony Bibie
Holman International. Wé
have churches in India too,
you know and we have two in
Australia and South
America with Indian groups

down there. But we're not a |

big group. | think we have
about one hundred churches
in India. Over here we don't
even have that many,

We're getting a church .

started down here in

Porterville for the Indian ' .
peopic and one in Hanford. -

Practically all Indian [ guess,
mostly Kaweah and Tachi.
In Hanford, we got Tachi

and Kaweah and some other

tribes at the church over

there going. Over here He's on lease from

mostly Kaweans in - Comanc :

Porterville there from . cus.” -

outside of Tule, no non~". .-

Indians. So practically an all- - CLl}-

Indian church.” - book yourself or are- there
", . other people helping you?

C1J-*‘]1 was reading where ;- ¢ - :

you sre going to be writieg 8 ... WEBBER-“I'm " wiiting

b of traditionsal

of the Kaweah?” _

. other. people helping me. I'm

‘Hopi. He's a medicine-man-

WEBBER-*“Yesh. | 8ot
sore already written. We got
a lot of stuff. We got a lot of
the traditional ways and we
8ot some that | can’t write.
The warrior society has their
own ceremonies and they
don’t want to give it out to
white people. We've got
places around  like Lemon
Cove, Woodlake and Three
Rivers. We got places up.
there people never been. Our
tribe’s with the help of a

- couple of Hopis, their gonna

put a shrine over there.
Only a handful of people is
gonna know were it is. I'll

--hide it, you know, for the

medicine, so that’s gonna be

something. N
See my - uncle, “Tom

Rolieve, he’s a-Navajo and

for the Hopi Nation and he's

" loaded out.to the Kawesh B
Nation as a medicine man. If ..
" he dies they send us-another .

medicine man from there and
he’s trained. We'll-be trained -

medicine men. .

Our- 'vice-chairman, he's

S

from the Comanche_ tribe.:

the book ‘but I got a la¢ of

" picking up information here

- and there. There is a lov of ~

informztion around
Woodlake I don’t know:
about.

We're picking ‘up a_lot of
informatiolf here and there
from the eclders. We're
picking_up some of the
Kaweah language. We're
gonna put a dictionary
together and put some on

tape. That's gonna be a job -

in itself. We're getting a little
- piece here and a little piece
there. You read like in
" ‘California

-piece- like .about one
paragraph about “Kaweah
Indians, .tells where. the

. village was in Lemon Cove

and that’s all. What good is

:.~"that? You. .ain’t telling

.nobody nothin’ ‘bout *cha.

.:howyou how to pronounce
St and that's.all. They don’t

Tke following is 2 response
to statcments that Californis
Indian Legal Service (CILS)
represeats the Kawesh
Indian Nation. The ietter was
written to Vic White of the
Seima Indiam Education
Association on April 7, 1981,

-Indian . .
Handbook,’ they got a. little

--that . wants -

a2

" Thank you for your
telephone call of ‘April 7,
informing us that various
elders in your area were upset
-by a story in thé Hanford
Sentinal stating that CILS
'represents or has represented.
the group which' styles itseif
‘the Kaweah Indian Nation.
.Although we have not seen
the story, and thus cannot
comment on its overall
‘accuracy, we can state that
-we do not now, nor have we
ever represented any group
‘calling itself an Kaweah
ndian Nation; moreover, we
“have .not made any

statements which reasonably
‘eould be construed as
Admplying -

such

“reporier from the Seatinal

National Indian Med

ClJ’s mana;ing editor and

e

B .

.about the 18  unratified
treaties and the 1944
Judgement of the U.S. Count
-of Claims which purported
0 cempensate California
indians for the lands which

hat” conversation: .
-feporier mentioned that the

"LEGAL

Kaweah Indian Nation was
seeking to claim” the lands
specified in the unratified
treaty of May 13, 1851; we
limited our comment to the
complexity and difficulty of
such an undertaking.

During the past couple of
weeks we have been asked
by several people “in the
Hanford/ Visalia area to send
them copies of this treaty.
We fullfilled that request, as
we often fulfill similar
requests from various parts
of California. However, in
fulfilling those requests, we
have expressiy disclaimed
any intent or committment to
render- legal advice or
representation.

. Needless 10 say, we are
disturbed that incorrect
reports about CILS have:
appeared in the local press.
We would appreciate your
advising us of any similar
reports in the future, so that
we may take -nmecessary
corrective measures.
Very truly yours,
CALIFORNIA INDIAN
- . SERVICES
George Forman

DI

participantss were the. Foundation of ' a‘nd.a

editor were among the S00
participants from the United
States
attended the Fifth Annual
National iIndian Media
Conference held May 4-7 in
Spokane, Washington.

The three day conference
inciuded workshops in print,
radio and TV. Of special
interest to the. CIlJ

United States Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowléagment

and Canada. who .

workshops -on
writing/reporting
techniques, the. Freedom of
Information Act, design and
layout and public relations.
Special events during the
conference included- the
Media Man/Woman of the
Year awards, a saimon Bar-
B-Que hosted by the United
Indians of All Tribes

dance with the Indian pand

- Greywolf - providingy the

music.”... o -
- The - conference  was

- sponsored by the Native .
o -Publie

. American,
Broadcasting. Consortiun

- ‘and American Indian Film .

- Institute.

Jose Rivera, Puerto Rican lawyer,gave ?he‘keynote
address at the National Indian Media Conference,

Rivera urged the gathering of Indian media
representatives to cilosey scrutinize issues

aftecting American Indians.

Lee Thundercloud, Media Specialist of Native
American Committee, Inc. of Chicago,oresents

ideas for the

1982 NIMC. One of

the

recommendations made was to have a more
traditional setting. Participants voted on
Alburquerque., New Mexico for next years

conference.
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Cluel Thunderbird Webber is !he Prmctpal Chzef of the Umtcd .

Cherokee Nation of Georgia. Chief Webber was born in Oklahoma of

* Siouz-Cherolkee parents and formed the United Cherokee Natzon of
Georgia in 1974. He resides in Quitman, Georgia.

The United Cherokee Nation of Georgia is one of the largest
non-federally recognized tribés in the U.S. It consists of 24 tribes in
32 states and Canada, .

~ Recently at the Cherohee National Pow-Wow held in Quitman, Ga.,
Managing Editor, Joan McNeal spoke with Chief Webber.
The Chief discussed some of the problems American Indians face
- today and also helped dispel some of the myths and legends :
surroundzng Indian culture,

be all Cherokee or duect descendant
of a Cbcrokce?

C.W. You have to be at ]east one-
sixth'and be able to prove it! -

like that?

C.W. From family records #t is
possible to find out. We find out by
looking at the family names seeing
if they are Cherokee or not. We have
Cherokee records but also we adopt
. other Indian people into our tribes.
“We have Chaw-Chaws, Chicosuws,
we have even adopted some Apaches,

. We Cherokees are 2 very adoptive
type people and always have been. -

RG. \Vhat do you mean adopﬁve
{ype ol’ pcople™?

C.W. We n]ways adopt the best of
‘the worst — same as the white man.
The Cherokees were the most civil-
ized tribe of all the Indian tribes.
We had the first newspaper in the
North Amcrica for the American
Indians. We had the first alphabet.
Sequoyah, a Cherokee, who fought
with Andrew Jackson at Horse Shoe

m Chief Thunderbird Webber of -
the United Cherckee Nation of
R Georgn—exactly wbat does that

RS , “ the first dictionary for Indians and -
AW, IamtheCh)efu!tbeUuited
ﬂerokeenrceorgudhichaonssts

‘Mmm&uﬂﬁmﬂﬁ%
mw%mnk

' ' mmkhuiiﬁe‘&e&sui
!--raerfb’ic.mmbud small Creek iribes or wiped Them

Whoe Cherokee natioa de hawe fo Sut Anfl at ane time the Chetskoss
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R.G. How do you prove s.omcﬂﬁn.g'-
. . not involved with

Bend, invented the first alphabet in .
‘the history of mankind. Also we had

-ness pedple.

we printed our own newspaper 3a
Lherckee and in English. We 5es

* were membets of the Indian Con-
" - federacy in New York but we broke
. away in the 1740's and now the

Confederacy wants to bring the
Cherokees back in. The Cherokees
don’t want to go back in.

‘R.G. This is a Confec.lericy of all

Amecrican Indians?

C.W. Of all the Iroquois Indians.
The Cherokees are .the southern
branch of the Iroquois. We are an
independent nation. We have no
allegiance with the United States or
_Georgia_and we are like the Con-
federacy league in New York. We
have a Council of Chiefs; Our Gov-
ernment is the same way. -

R.G. Whatdo you do when yon are
the Cherokee

Nation?

CW. Iam mvo]ved with the Cher-
okee Nation all the time but I work .
for an equipment company here-.in
Quitman, but most of the time
work for the tribe. I am also a Min-
ister and President of the Open Door
Church Fellowship which is a Pen-
tacostal Baptist movement. Chero-"
kees are kept busy all the time. Also
we have the Cherokee Nation Times
—1 am editor of that. That’s the
only Indian Newspaper in Georgia.

R.G. Is therc a main Cherokee
Reservation as such?

.C.W. No, no more. There used to

be. They had one in Cherokee, North
Carolina. The one in Oklahoma they
don’t have. Cherckees are mainly
_self-supported. This js the way they
want it. A lot of our pecple are busi-

1

R.G. The Cherokecs are nof con-
::dered a poor tribe as such?

“OW, Maysmﬂmquutm .

- Sest of the Cherokee pecple, believe .

t-rad.mhmxl'hthm

mmmuwm

o€ Sve Cherokee people are farmers.

“Mow heare in Brooks 3?515
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what we. call 8 reservation soun?s
and most of the Chervkee pecple
here are farmers and moast of the

Cherokee in the country are farmers
‘but most of the Cherokee in the city

do diffcrent jobs. One of our Chero-'

kec people works for Channel 10

television, some working for BIA.
(Bureau of Indian Affairs) in dif-
ferent government jobs. Some are -

working in Indian hospitals as
nurses.

R.G. Chief, let's discuss some of
the myths that surround Indian cul-
ture — for exnmple the myth that
“firewatcr” has a slrangc cifcet on
Indians,

C.W. It is true! There is something
in alcohol that affects the Indians.

Even if you're only one- sxxth Indlan,

it affects you.

R-G. How does it affect Indians?
C.W. The Indian tribes are defi-
nitely against alcohol. We are very
spiritual type people, and alcohol
interferes with that. It interferes
spiritually, mentally and physically.
If an Indian drinks {00 much it will
ventually kill him. It gives him a
tendancy to commit suicide — peo-
- ple don’t believe that, but it does.
We lose more young people in a
year {rom alcohol than anything.
Alcohol has killed more Indians than
anything else.

RG. Is it true that irugs were
used in pclce plpes’

C.W. Peace pipe is White Man's
term. It doesn’t come from Indians.
"It was 2 ceremony pipe. In the past,

a drug similar to rabbit tobacco -

was used — awfully strong and

smelled horrible!

R.G. Do you still have medicine
men in your tribe?

C.W. Yes, we do. Ours are out
West, not here in Georgia.

"R.G. You have headdresses called
feather bonnets and war bonneu is

‘&ere a difference? . .
C.W. Yes, the l;:e.adbands are dif-

ferent on the dfiferent bonnets. The

Cherckee bonnets arc red, white and |

blue. The Warrior Chief has a red
“band. Now in the old days the Cher-

> .

\ . = .
“bkee warriors and the Chief wore
~ ved, because red was the war color.

The Peace Chief, he wore white or
green or yellow. During the peace
time the Peace Chief ruled. During
the time of war the War Chief ruled.

R.G. Are most of the Cherokees
lodly Christians?

C.W. - Most of the Cherokees today
are Christians — Methodist, Baph:t.
Most are Baptist.

R..G. In » lot of old movies you

have the Indian referring to his God’

as the Great White Spirit.

C.W. That is the White Man’'s in-
terpretation of it. The Cherokees had
“Wewa”. Something the same as the
Jews. The old Cherokee priesthood
was set up something like the Jew-
ish priesthood. They had the Son,
the Father and the Spirit. Three
parts made up one great Spirit and
the Eagle was the slgn of the Great

prnt.

R.G. A lot of people say the
Indians are second class citizens and
are treated as such — Ilow do you
feel about that?

C.W. Yes, that's true. You take
Arizona and New Mexico. The
Indians just about run those states
Now South Dakota and North
Dakota the people don’t want to
recognize the Indian as a citizen.
They keep them downtrodden. This
is where a lot of the Indian trouble
comes from. People don’t want to
understand the Indian, Georgia is
the same way.

RG Do you feel you are Jooked
down upon in Georgia?

C.W. Yes and No. In certain areas
. you ure and errtain areas yeu are

not. Pcople watch too much TV —
they think all Indians are in feathers.
The Indians are like everyone else
— working people. The only time
you see an Indian dance is at a
Pow-Wow or special ceremony but
the rest of the time they are just
like everybody else. A lot of times
you wouldn't know an Indian if you
met one. On TV the Indians are all
dark bu! they are not as dark as you

think they are because different -

tribes are lighter than others. The
Cherokees are very light. Their red

"Unitéd Stales ‘Department of the Interior, Office of Federal Acknowledgment

‘R.G.

-~
1 ' and blue eyes are very well

-kevown., The Sioux Indians have

blond hair and green eyu.

R.G. Where does the phrase “red
man” come from then? )

CW. IfanIndian goes into the sun,
he starts tanning and turns red. The

. skin tone starts to get a copper red

tone. All Indians are not red. In
South America the Indians are

" almost natural red. But the North

American Indians are not like that.
Some are whitish and some have a
yellowish tone, especially the Cali-
fornia tribes, because they believe
that back in the years a lot of
Japanese and Chinese crashed their
ships on the Western coast and
intermarried with The Indian people.
A lot of the northern tribes married
with the Vikings. The Sioux have a
legend of the Vikings coming in and
marrying in with the Sioux people

and they believe that one time there -°
"was a Viking village and it con-
. trolled the Sioux people until the

Sioux revolted against it. Same way
with the Canadian tribes. The In-
dians intermarried. They - believe
that at one time a bunch of Jewish
people married a lot of Indians, too.
So now some of the Indian customs
have the Jewish flair to them. So -
when the missionaries started teach-
ing the Cherokees the Old Testa-
ment, the Cherokees k:new better
than the missionaries.

What does the word “Chero-
kee” mean?

C.W. It means ‘ill people’ but the
original name is Principal People’
~- “Cascar”. The other Indians called
us Cherokees because we lived in
the mountains. In other words, we're
hillbillies.

R.G. Do the Cherokees ever par-
ticipate in scalping?

C.W. They never scalped until the
English people started it. The scalp-
ing didn’t come from the Indians
It came from the English, and the
Spanish. For every Indian the Span-
ish or ‘English killed they got.paid
for a scalp. The Spanish made’
money from their scalps. The Span-
ish Government paid them $25 for
a man's scalp and $50 for a woman's
lulp and something unbelievable

mtmudonmcu
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“English came to North Armerica.

:&?.:‘ that’s where a Jot of the Indian
“awars came from. A lot of the Indian
Hwrars wouldn't have happened If the
ZWhite Man badn't come.

RERE

ZRG." You have sald you are am
.Bndependent nation. Do you recog-
Zmize the President of the United
Souter e T

?wcw .Our tribe does not go tothe
=Government of Georgia. We go to
_the President of the United States.
*We don't recognize anybody but the
President of the United States.

?l-c. Bf “you eoaly Yecognire fbe.
Tresident of the United Stafes, what
“about State 1aws? What about i ene
" of you gets picked up for a speeding
Cticket? | o

. CW. We do recognize State laws
‘and things” Yke that For our na-
tion’s business we go to the Presi-

" dent of the United States because

“we are an independent natioa.
R.G. You don't vete In any election’

" Because you don’t want to vote? Or
"you don’t vole because you aren't
-allowed ts veie? Which'ls earrect?

wr e STIITRY

£33N, We have been ditizens ‘
71825 and we encourage our people
8o vote in all the elections. We en-
‘'sourage our people fo serve in the
armed forces. We do vote as Amer-
“Scan citizens, but we still consider
ourselves as an independent nation
~— we have signed no treaty with

the US. Government.- - -
£G. How did the Cherokes Na-
_tlon get started? . .~ .

“C.W. Back in the 1800’5 the Chero- -
kees were on the British side. In the..
Revolutionary War we were against
Tackson we defestad the Crecks ™
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Ehal Boes when Ghe Britist was
“guuhed out. At at Yime the Chero- '
Tkee - Nation - really staried. They
=formed their independent govern-

;ment here In Georgia — just like

- Washington, D.C. they had every-

- thing. The State of Georgia began

"o get Jealous. It seems the Chero-
“ kees were living betler than the

“white people. Cherokees had large

““Pplantations and slaves, S

--I.G. What sort of reform do you
_ want for the Indians here in Georgia?

: CW. We want to get recognition
“there In Georgia like Cherokees
“should have. We should bhave an
" Indian Affairs office in Georgia like
-in Florida. The State Government
1s strictly against Indians — always
_has been. Bul we're working a little

at a time to try to get in. We need
an Indian Affairs office in Georgia
~because we have a lot of Indians
‘bere. We're working on voting one

. ©f ourselves in. We have more peo-

Ple today than we had yesterday.
We have more people in the rain
than in the sunshine. We want a
‘State office working for Indians. We
want recognition. Many people want \
2o ¥now dur problems. We dan't ;
‘have any medical care here. We
‘have to go for miles to get it Some
-of our people don't Fave the maney..
Fndian Hospital gives Indian people
Iree care and we ought to have #
"Nere in Georgia. The Btate owes us
“a Jot still. They got a ot of land
from the Cherckees and never paid
“for . We nesd scholarships for -
Ametican Indians bere ic Georgia
_which we don"l have. Schools Like
_Georgia " State University should -
~Bave a scholarship fund for Indlans.
Florida does and North Carolina.
‘Xhey don't realize the Indian people
are here. They say there are no
“Indians in Georgia. We need educa- |
“ton, healthwise, a Jot of families
‘need help. We need jobs. Same of us
are persecuted in places we go be- .
“Cause some people are against us
‘because we are Indiang. People read
;oomchafvhtyeuu"txhe"
Rruths” and watch too much TV and
ey &qn‘t slop to think that the -
Fofians are easy-geing people and -
Feaceful people. The anly times the .-
Sadian: west s waz, even intheadd -
&ayz was really over land and Wt~
&m&..;; T s R P

- PO TRy
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